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malfeasance to good. While this proposal can-
not adequately respond to the loss of those
who grieve, perhaps the experience of our Na-
tion’s greatest treasures—our parks and for-
ests, our mountains and rivers—will help
strengthen America’s well-being—physically,
mentally and spiritually. That is why I have
named this bill the Healing Opportunities in
National Parks and the Environment Act, the
HOPE Act. It is important that we keep hope
alive in the wake of the recent tragic events as
we recover and rebuild.

There may come a time when a fireman, or
a nurse, or a survivor, who has seen far too
much pain and suffering, may decide that a
day at the lake with his or her family would
provide welcome relief. Let us continue to aid
these victims and family members as we al-
ready have financially. Let us provide the vic-
tims and family members the symbol of the
spirit—to aid in their spiritual and mental heal-
ing. We can facilitate this by providing lifetime
free access to all of our natural wonders.

This legislation will make that possible. This
legislation is just a small gesture that might
encourage someone who is suffering to seek
comfort in the beauty of this great land. Like
most Americans we continue to struggle with
a response to these events. This is just one
step Congress can take to support America’s
greatest natural resources, our citizens.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Frevert True Value Hardware for
their work and donations in honor of all the
people who both survived and who lost their
lives in the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001, their families and their friends.

These terrorist attacks mark a solemn mo-
ment in America’s history. American men and
women, civilians and soldiers, firefighters and
police, mothers and fathers, were slain for a
cause so terrible, so heinous, and so des-
picable that we find it unimaginable and inde-
scribable. United, Americans seek to find
meaning and hope in a seemingly hopeless
and meaningless act. In the days since these
terrible terrorist attacks, America has been
shoulder-to-shoulder in a struggle to meet the
challenges of a world that is a little less safe,
a little scarier, and far less predictable. The ef-
forts of businesses like the Frevert True Value
Hardware signify the commitment and concern
of Americans everywhere. Our nation’s
strength does not lie in her military might but
rather in the collective compassion of its peo-
ple.

Since the September 11 terrorist attacks,
Frevert True Value Hardware has volunteered
to paint an American Flag in the yards of local
patriots who make a financial contribution to
provide for the grieving families and rescue
workers. The patriotism and persistence of
Frevert True Value Hardware is a lasting me-
morial to the thousands of victims who per-
ished in New York, Washington, and Pennsyl-
vania.

Through the days, weeks, and months
ahead, all Americans must come together and

do what they can to assist the nation’s war ef-
fort. Whether it is giving blood, sending dona-
tions, praying for the thousands of grieving
families, or simply saying thanks to the brave
men and women who put their lives on the
line each and every day so that we may be
free, it is important that the American people
are vigilant in their efforts to overcome this
evil. Though our nation has witnessed un-
speakable horror, America’s virtues, deter-
mination, and faith continues to shine brightly
on the world.

I am confident that the United States will
seek out those that harbor hatred, terror, and
depravity in their hearts; and we will defeat
them. This is a war that we must, can, and will
win. May God bless the families and children
grieving across this great nation and may God
bless America.
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call
attention to the critical problems facing law-
makers, law enforcers, and social, civil, and
religious leaders in our nation. These prob-
lems are being addressed by the International
Bible Reading Association, as well as by Sen-
ators, Representatives, and civic, religious,
and national statesmen who are confident that
the Bible contains the answers to our nation’s
dilemma.

The great American scholar Noah Webster
wrote: ‘‘All the miseries and evils which men
suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, op-
pression, slavery, and war proceed from their
despising or neglecting the precepts contained
in the Bible.’’ Noah Webster stated the facts
over 150 years ago; but, because of the in-
creased pace of our society over just the past
50 years, reading the Bible has declined and
violence and immorality have accelerated.

The Bible has had a monumental impact
upon the development of our Western civiliza-
tion, whose literature, art, and music are filled
with images and inspiration that can be traced
to its pages. More importantly, our laws, our
sense of justice, our charity, and our moral
standards all find their origin in the Bible. Bible
reading impresses upon the minds of readers
the principles of morality, truth, justice, and re-
spect for the sacredness of human life.

The Bible, which is a fundamental part of
our national heritage, has had a more pro-
found affect on the moral fabric of American
society than any other document. It was the
basis for our Founding Fathers’ belief in the
inalienable rights of the individual—rights
which they found explicit in the Bible. This
same sense of individual freedom and justice
permeates the ideals set forth in the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Constitution.
The influence of both the Old and New Testa-
ments has formed the basis of our laws, our
national character, and our system of values.
It was the biblical view of man—affirming the
dignity and worth of the human person made
in the image of our Creator—which inspired
the principles upon which the United States is
founded. Many historians credit George Wash-

ington with identifying the United States as
‘‘One Nation Under God’’; therefore, today we
inscribe In God We Trust on our coins.

Responding to a Joint Resolution of the
House and Senate, in a 1990 Proclamation,
President George Bush wrote: ‘‘I invite all
Americans to discover the great inspiration
and knowledge that can be obtained through
thoughtful reading of the Bible.’’

The Bible has not only influenced the devel-
opment of our nation’s values and institutions,
but has also enriched the daily lives of millions
of men and women who have looked to it for
comfort, hope, and guidance.

Mr. Speaker, because of the overwhelming
acceptance of the Bible in the history of our
nation, I invite my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join me in commending the
International Bible Reading Association for its
request to George W. Bush, President of the
United States, to proclaim 2002 as the Year
for all America to read through the Bible.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor Chairman William J. Ivey,
on his retirement from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

Since 1998, Chairman Ivey has dedicated
himself and the NEA to preserving the great
arts tradition of this nation and to broadening
the public’s awareness of the tremendous
benefits that the arts have to offer.

Under Chairman Ivey’s leadership, the NEA
and its many programs have exposed count-
less Americans to the rich rewards of the arts,
while benefitting our communities, our chil-
dren, and our economy.

In 1997, he was honored by Tennessee
Governor Don Sundquist for his diligent work
as Director of the Country Music Foundation,
and was praised by the Tennessee Arts Com-
mission for his efforts in reaching out to the
community.

Chairman Ivey’s passion for preserving his-
toric recordings of popular and classical music
ensure that generations to come will have the
opportunity to learn and appreciate the musi-
cal treasures of our past.

While I am saddened to see Chairman
Ivey’s tenure at the NEA come to an end, I am
confident that he will continue to be a strong
advocate for the arts community.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Chairman Ivey for his
commitment to the arts and for his leadership
to this nation.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I
spoke previously about the violence against
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